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O THOSE WHO BELIEVE! OBEY ALLAH, AND 
OBEY THE MESSENGER, AND THOSE 
CHARGED WITH AUTHORITY FROM AMONG 
YOU. IN CASE YOU DIFFER IN ANYTHING 
AMONG YOURSELVES, REFER IT TO ALLAH 
AND HIS MESSENGER, IF YOU DO BELIEVER 
in Allah and the Last Day. That is 

BEST AND MOST SUITABLE FOR FINAL DE- 
TERMINATION. 
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Preface 

The Holy Prophet (SAWS) has declared, "You shall 
never go astray from the Right Path so long as Yon remain 
clung to the Book of Allah and my Summit". 

As the Divine Guidance is related to Faith and 
Belief, so it encompasses the practical sphere of human 
life as well. The Book of Allah and the Summit, there- 
fore, have been provided with the principles so com- 
prehensive as to offer the Muslims such solutions to 
their ever-emerging problems which, on one hand, are 
well-balanced and consistent with the human nature; 
and hold good and ensure real success for them on the 
other, apart from that those problems and issues are 
occasioned by the circumstantial changes or by the 
emergence of new means and hitherto unknown in- 
ventions. 

Although the invention of means and instru- 
ments has always been a phenomenon concurrent with 
the progress of the human civilization, yet following 
the Industrial revolution of the seventeenth century 
the world witnessed a marked development and 
swiftness in terms of both the discovery into the hith- 
erto unknown forces of nature and invention of new 
means and instruments. This revolution brought into 
being such marvelous things which lay earlier beyond 
human imagination. From among the areas which ex- 
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perienceci quite extraordinary scientitic development 
one is that of communication and information. 

Different parts of the world have been favored 
by Allah, the Creator, with different types of abilities 
and, quite obviously, it is the medium of communica- 
tion through which man collects information from all 
over the world. This information and awareness levels 
the ground for him to give and take and exchange the 
ideas. 

Since the modern advanced means of communi- 
cation are being used for the dissemination of the 
ideas, ideologies, the exchange of knowledge, re- 
searches and in conducting business deals, they have 
occupied a very special import in the modern world. 

From among the modern means of communica- 
tion the Internet is even more important. Through the 
Internet information of every type can be gathered 
even from the remotest parts of the world within min- 
utes for nominal expenses. Unfortunately, this highly 
successful system of communication is being so abun- 
dantly used for negative, immoral and evil purposes 
that this aspect of it cannot be ignored or belittled. 

With this perspective, the Islamic Fiqh Academy 
of India made this issue the object of its collective 
thinking in its twelfth and thirteenth seminars held re- 
spectively during 11-14 February, 2000, at Darul 
Uloomil Islamia, Basti (U.P.) and during 13-16 April 
2001, at Jamia Sayyid Ahmad Shaheed, Katoli, Maliha- 
bad, Lucknow. At both the seminars the two aspects of 
the problem were discussed separately. Precisely 
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speaking, while the theme ot the Twellth Seminar was 
"The use of Internet and other modern means of communi- 
cation for religions purposes, the Thirteenth Seminar cen- 
tered round The Use of Internet and other means of Com- 
munication for conducting marriage and business transac- 
tions. 

Fundamentally, the Academy holds that the use 
of the means has to be governed by the ends and objec- 
tives for which to use them. We therefore are required 
to use the lawful means for reform, calling human be- 
ings to Islam, enjoining the people what is right and 
forbidding them what is wrong. They, likewise, may 
also be used for other lawful ends and concluding 
business and other social contracts, proceeding with 
coution about the delicacy of the matters, as required 
by the Sharia. We, on the other hand, are asked by the 
Law of Allah to stay away from employing them in the 
acts of disobedience to Allah and His Apostle. 

The papers presented to the seminars have been 
collected in the present volume. In fact, the volume has 
two parts. While the first part discusses the various 
aspects of the use of modern means and systems of 
communication for religious purposes, the second one 
deals with the legal aspects of the use of Internet and 
similar other advanced systems for concluding the ni- 
kah and business transactions. 

After the demise of Maulana Qazi Mujahidul Is- 
lam Qasmi, the founder of the Academy, an editorial 
board was constituted which comprised several 
learned scholars associated with the Academy. The 
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editorial board was assigned the task ot revising the 
present collection of papers and then to select the im- 
portant ones, curtailing the details wherever necessary. 
The Editorial Board completed the whole editing work 
and offered the scrutinized the book to the people of 
knowledge for their religious benefit. 

O Allah! Show us the Truth and make it easy for us to 
follow; and show us Falsehood as it is and make it easy for 
us to eschew from it. 



Khalid Saifullah Rahmani 
General Secretary, Islamic Fiqh Academy 
New Delhi (INDIA) 
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Internet: An Introduction 

By: Tariq Saiiad Senior Executive Engineer 

(Since some of the participants of the Seminar might not 
have in possession of a good knowledge of Internet, its ways 
of functioning, it deemed fit, at the very outset of the semi- 
nar, to acquaint them at least with a surface knowledge of 
the Internet. Hence the present introductory note. Editor) 

Towards the end of the twentieth century, and 
entering of the twenty first one, the world heard the 
footfall of a new revolution taking place on the 
strength of computer and Internet. The revolution sur- 
faced itself very quickly, leaving the human beings 
baffled. The revolution not just affected the collective 
structure of the human society, it also brought thor- 
ough changes to the individual and altered the pre- 
cepts and practices, even ideologies of the people on 
individual level. 

The world had earlier undergone through two 
revolutions, say, the Agricultural Revolution and the 
Industrial Revolution. Now, during the last decade, 
the world experienced a third revolution, termed by 
some people as the Info-Revolution and by others as 
the Information Super Highway. In short, the Internet, 
the working force behind this revolution, engulfed the 
whole gamut of the human life within a very short 
span of time not exceeding few decades. 

The Internet system has completely altered the 
meaning of knowledge and the ways of its attainment. 
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Now the knowledge stands tor a maximum stock ot 
information gathered by one. The more information 
one possesses, the more knowledge one acquires. The 
same knowledge has become the sole factor to lead the 
man to power and wisdom. The symbiotic relationship 
between knowledge and power may precisely be put 
as under: 

Information^ ► Knowledge ► Power ► Wis- 
dom. Today, the total information lies in the form of 'O' 
and '1'. These two digits have tronsformed the world 
into digital world. The question was how to tame the 
information existing in the form of these two smaller 
digits. Internet is the only means by virtue of which 
whole the information now lies in our finger tips, thus 
proving literally true the well-known English saying 
"Information at your finger tips". 

What the Internet is? 

Connected by innumerable bigger and smaller 
computer networks the Internet is a worldwide system 
to which more than 600 million people of the world are 
attached and share the whole gamut of the information 
it has. From 20% to 50% computer sets are getting con- 
nected to it every year. Diminishing the geographical 
frontiers of the countries, the Internet system has 
changed the world into a global village. To use simple 
words, the Internet is the biggest computer network to 
which more than 160 countries of the world are at- 
tached. In India, for instance, there are over 20 million 
Internet users and a 200% increase is being noted every 
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year. A very distinguishing teature ot the internet sys- 
tem is that through it you can have an access to any 
person in any corner of the world only within minutes. 

More importantly, this network dispenses with 
the need to have separate sets of personal computer, 
telephone, radio, television and post office box and 
personal printing press; for this marvelous network 
does stand for all in one. 

History of Internet 

The invention of the Internet dates back to 1969 
in the USA in connection with a defense project 'Ad- 
vanced Research Project Agency'. Prepared with a 
threat perception from the erstwhile communist 
USSR's nuclear arsenal, the Pentagon's computer was 
attached to a network workable even when the States 
is under the nuclear attack. Later, in 1980s, the Na- 
tional Foundation started to use this network freely for 
research and educational purposes. The Foundation 
attached five bigger Super Computers to the Internet. 
In 1990s, the European High Energy Physics Labora- 
tory developed a software, which enabled the Net us- 
ers to trace out any sort of information on the net 
within seconds. Since then the network assumed the 
name 'World Wide Web.' The world as whole now 
stands encircled by this 'web'. 



How does the Internet work? 

A set of rules, termed Transmission control Pro- 
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tocol, is used to transmit intormation trom one com- 
puter to another. This protocol is the device to use for 
the exchange of information from one computer set to 
another one. The Process is that every information is 
divided into small packets, the first part of each packet 
having the address where the packet has to be sent. 
Once these packets got to the point assigned, they have 
to undergo the process of rearrangement. In case any 
one packet is missed during the process of transmis- 
sion, the target computer machine makes a request to 
the source machine to send the missed packet again. 
This way all the packets got to their target point un- 
damaged, where they are converted to the form of in- 
formation again. Every machine connected to the 
Internet has its own special address and number. Two 
computers sharing the same number couldn't be at- 
tached to Internet system. The message and informa- 
tion sent can by no means be caught by other com- 
puters than the target one, whose specific number is 
already provided therein. 

Who controls the Internet? 

This is of course a very interesting question 'who 
is the owner of such a colossal store of information. Is 
there a government which controls it? The answer is 
that the Internet is controlled neither by an individual 
nor by any government. Even there is no central point 
of its location; rather, it is equally shared by the repre- 
sentatives of all the countries. All the Internet user 
countries of the world have entered into an agreement 
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binding them not to hinder the exchange ot intorma- 
tion. Internet Society is a worldwide body, which 
promotes the exchange of information. 

The Internet Architecture Board is another 
worldwide institution, which keeps the records of ad- 
dresses used by the Net-connected computers. Like- 
wise, Internet Engineering Task Fore (IETF) is a yet 
another worldwide institution, which solves the opera- 
tional and technical problems of the Internet. All these 
three bodies have the representation of many countries 
of the world. 

Importance and usefulness of the Internet 

The Internet is useful beyond imagination. Fol- 
lowing are some very common facilities that exist to- 
day thanks to the Internet: 

1. E-mail; This is the electronic mail system through 
which you can send or receive letters or files from 
your friends and relatives from any corner of the 
world within seconds. With the emergence and de- 
velopment of the e-mail system the correspondence 
has turned just a matter of seconds, and the tradi- 
tional male system is turning anachronistic as the 
time is passing. Sending e-mail is an easier process. 
Suppose you have a friend in Canada whose ad- 
dress is akram@hotmail. com . To send your e-mail 
to him first of all you shall be required to prepare 
the text of your letter and save it. Then go to a mail 
software and write the above address there placing 
you letter's text there. Then you are required only to 
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press some keys to send your letter/ tile to the des- 
tinations. At the same time you may confirm 
whether your letter has reached the destination or 
not. For all the pertinent details: wherefrom the let- 
ter, timing of reading the letter etc, do appear 
forthwith on the letter itself. You may have the in- 
formation whether the target person has read the 
letter or not. If you want to send the same letter or 
file to more persons them one, you may do so very 
easily, you have to write their addresses separately 
and then send the same letter/ file to them in single 
attempt. The special features of the electronic mail 
are as follows: 

• E-mail takes only seconds to send the corre- 
spondence to its destination apart from the 
distance between the addressee and the ad- 
dressed. 

• The mail is fully secure and gets to its destina- 
tion accurately. 

• Only the addressed person may open the 
mailbox. 

• Electronic mail is unimaginably cheaper, as 
compared to other mail systems. 

2. World Wide Web: This is a very important feature 
of the Internet. By the worldwide web you may col- 
lect information from any corner of the world with- 
out moving from your station. You want to have the 
information about a university, different courses it 
offers to the students; about a company's products, 
or you want to trace out a missing person, get in- 
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formation about a book etc, you can coiiect these in- 
formation from the World Wide Web. To this web are 
attached all the computers of the world and they are 
capable of providing all the required information to 
your computer in the twinkling of an eye. For this 
reason all the major companies and business estab- 
lishments spread over the world are getting them- 
selves registered to the Web, most of them placing 
their advertisements on the Web so as to make 
themselves as well as their products known on a 
scale wider than the radio and TV. Most Companies 
and the institutions are creating their own websites 
on the Net. Actually, the website of a particular 
company provides detailed information about that 
company's products. All the Websites are given a 
particular address termed 'website Address. Hav- 
ing typed that address on his personal computer, 
any person belonging to any corner of the world 
may access to the company advertised and the de- 
tails of its products. Most newspapers and maga- 
zines of the world are available on the Net. If you, 
for instance, want to read the Times of India on the 
Net, you will have to type on your PC the following 
address: http: / / www.timesofindia.com and the newspa- 
per shall appear forthwith on your computer 
screen. Most companies, institutions, organizations, 
welfare organizations, political parties and educa- 
tional institutions have their presence at the Net. 

3. Search Engine: Often it happens that you want to 
search the Internet to gather knowledge about a 
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topic but you have no address ot the site concerned. 
There are several sites on the Net for the purpose, 
which are termed as the Search Engine. Suppose 
you want to know about the courses offered by the 
al-Azhar University of Egypt and how to get admis- 
sion to them, what you have to do only is to go to a 
search Engine and then type there al-Azhar Univer- 
sity, Egypt. Within seconds you will have all the de- 
tails available on your computer screen. We are giv- 
ing here a list of important search engines: 

(1) www.goole.com 

(2) www.altavista.com 

(3) www.khoi.com 

(4) www.yahoo.com 

(5) www.rediff.com 

4. Internet Telephone: If your personal Intern- 
connected is equipped with an advanced micro- 
phone and speaker, then you are fully able to use 
your computer like the telephone as well. Internet 
phone system is very cheaper and easier to use; 
now you need not talk to your relatives in Canada 
or elsewhere in the world with the payment of ISD 
charges. The Internet phone has enabled you talk to 
them for hours only in local charges. The Internet 
phone is far cheaper because it sends the voice to 
the target after converting it into data through the 
computer networking. This act of conversion is 
termed packet switching. Actually, while talking 
by the traditional telephone system an un-breaking 
connectivity is maintained through the intermedi- 
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ary ot the EXCHANGE, termed "CIRCUIT SWITCHING." 
The difference between the two being the packet 
switching needs not maintain a continual connec- 
tivity between the talking parties. For the Internet 
phone system the question of distance between the 
talking parties is quite meaningless; it makes no dif- 
ference for it whether you are talking to a person lo- 
cated in a house adjoining your's or to a person 
who is sitting thousands of miles away. The Internet 
phone system treats both the shorter and longer dis- 
tances as the same. In fact it has marvelously con- 
verted the longer distances into seconds. 

5. Internet Chat ; The chatting facility enables the 
users talk and exchange views with other like- 
minded people. Several forums are available on the 
Internet which facilitate the users exchange their 
views on different issues and problem; and thou- 
sands of people are practically doing so. Few fo- 
rums of the type are given below: 

• Qur'an Forum 

• Fiqh Forum 

• Women Forum 

• Students Forum 

6. Internet and electronic commerce : Thanks to 
the Internet; the e-commerce as well as e-business is 
now in full swim. Most companies and trade estab- 
lishments are doing online business. Now you have 
the facility to purchase anything of your choice 
from any place across the world without moving 
from your location. Similarly, the Internet system 
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facilitates tor you to get train reservations, banking, 
payment of the telephone bills, income taxes, etc. 
Now the Internet user is no longer required to 
queue up for hours to clear the every day payments 
as the Internet facilities have dispensed you with all 
such ordinary things. 

7. Internet in the field of education : Internet and 
its offshoots, say e-mail. World Wide Web etc, have 
brought revolutionary changes to the field of educa- 
tion. Thanks to these facilities, now any one else can 
attain the best education and academic courses un- 
der the guidance of the best experienced teachers, 
without bothering himself to traditional ways of ac- 
quiring learning and education. The Internet has 
opened quite unprecedented avenues and opportu- 
nities for adult education, job training and career 
building. In short, education is now available for all, 
though costlier by far. The invention of the CD 
ROM and the Multi-media has obviated the prob- 
lem of the thickness of the books. You can imagine 
the extent of this revolution by simply knowing the 
fact that the much larger books, like the Encyclope- 
dia Britannica, which thus far needed a separate 
shelf for its preservation and safety, has now been 
compacted into a much smaller disk, with the result 
that you now are able to gather any type of infor- 
mation within seconds by simply inserting the disk 
into your computer. 

• The e-mail facility has eased the research work; 
any scientist conducting research on any subject 
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can easily connect himsell with his/her teiiow 
researchers by e-mail and thus update his/her 
knowledge and know the nature and scope of 
the similar researches being conducted by them. 
People of similar interests are exchanging views 
from different forums by using the Internet fa- 
cilities. The computer and Internet systems have 
furthered the mode of Distance Education and 
online education. Education now at your door- 
step. The facility is helping the teachers and edu- 
cationists in exchanging views and in preparing 
the best courses, efficient lectures and teaching 
materials. 

• The wide range of the Internet facilities has taken 
the learners and teachers to newer thoughts and 
trends as their interaction has become possible 
on the global level. Teachers and learners belong- 
ing to various countries are stating their views 
on a given topic under the forum of 'Learning 
Circle' with the view to arrive at the best stan- 
dard results. Software has taken the place of the 
conventional notebooks and work books, and the 
software have enabled the teachers of delivering 
standard and very informative lectures. Through 
the e-mail system the teachers are informing the 
learners' parents of their children's progress re- 
ports, and thus a good understanding is develop- 
ing between the students, their teachers and their 
parents. 

• The Internet has drastically changed the conven- 
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tional concept and method ot examination. Now 
the computer network has introduced the con- 
cept of holding single- time examination, world- 
wide the result of which becomes available 
within hours. There is a rising tendency of the 
self-evaluation in lieu of the conventional con- 
cept of examination in the students and learners, 
and as a result of this tendency, the fear of failure 
is diminishing. Under the online open education 
system courses of various types are available for 
the students, and the students can avail of such 
things without moving from their locations. 
There is a marked rise in the number of the 
online universities and virtual universities under 
the concept of Distance Education. Students and 
learners registered under this system are getting 
higher education without moving from their 
homes. These universities have placed all their 
academic and teaching materials on the Net 
which are available for the students to 
download. In short, the Internet has wholly 
changed the educational scenario. 

8. Educational websites: The Internet, as ex- 
pressed in detail above, has now turned out a major 
means of education. Hundreds of millions of educa- 
tional pages are now available on various educa- 
tional websites. Teachers, learners and their parents 
may avail of them without paying anything. This 
multitudinous material could be downloaded any- 
time, anywhere. To mention a few of these sites 
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here: 

(a) www.bigchalk.com 

(b) www.britanica.com 

(c) www.classroom.com 

(d) www. study eweb.com 

(e) www.math.com 

(f) www.microsoft.com/ education 

9. College guide on Internet: Information about 
various colleges, full details regarding the courses 
of studies they offer, ways of getting admission to 
them and the scholarships offered are also available 
on the Net. Notable sites are as follows: 

(a) www . collegenet. com 

(b) www.compumatters.com 

(c) www . davcourses . com 

(d) www.educationstimes.com 

(e) www.educationcare.com 

(f) www.admissionguru.com 

(g) www.campusabroad.com 

(h) www.vidyarthi.com 

(i) www.studentsguidance.com 

10. Information available on the Internet re- 
garding career guidance: After passing the pre- 
university courses the students in general are not 
able to decisively choose what career they should 
have for their future. Many sites are available on the 
Net to guide the students choose newer education, 
employment and career opportunities. In addition, 
there are many sites which offer career counseling 
and career planning. I.Q. test and personality tests 
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tor students are aiso avaiiabie oniine. Numerous 
sites are active in this field. Notable from among 
them are the following: 

a. www.careerlauncher.com 

b. www.careerdowell.com 

c. www.careerperfect.com 

d. www.emodl.com 

e. www.iqtest.com 

f. www.allthetests.com 

g. www. how to study.com 

h. www.academictips.com 

i. www.entranceonline.com 

11. Availability of information on the Internet 
regarding the Distance Education: The Inter- 
net has made the Distance Education system even 
cheaper, easier and more flexible available for all 
any time anywhere throughout the world. The 
Internet sites active in the area of Distance Educa- 
tion system are as under: 

a. www.ignou.ac.in 

b. www.douglas.bc.ca 

c. www . telearm. ca 

d. www.vlei.com 

e. http://livtual 4.cs.sfu.ca 



Impact of the Internet on society 
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The tact that the internet has now become a ma- 
jor means of education and learning and has created 
countless facilities can't be doubted. It indeed has 
shrunk whole the world and placed it, in a sense, in 
the computer system. However, equally bitter is the 
fact that the capitalistic approach of the West towards 
human life and society its immoral thoughts and de- 
prave mode of life have perverted the Internet and cor- 
rupted it beyond imagination. The Internet facilities 
have been exploited to progress the concept of con- 
sumerism to the extent that man has now touched the 
upper limits of blind materialism. It is in fact a double- 
edged sword which can serve the cause of evil as much 
as it serves the cause of good and virtue. As there ex- 
ists an unimaginable wealth of knowledge on the Net, 
so no dearth is there of the deprave material, obscene 
and nude literature. It is now beyond the might of the 
western thinkers to stem the rising tide of moral cor- 
ruption and deprave mode of living. The tide is now 
knocking our door. The major challenge of the day is 
how to use this marvelous scientific invention to up- 
hold the high moral values so as to save the new gen- 
eration from the moral and social corruption. Ulama, 
Muslim thinkers, and our intellectuals will have to de- 
liberate on the question how to change the current 
course of things. The present social system, which is 
largely based on the concept of the scientific superior- 
ity over all other concepts of life, has left no room for a 
God-oriented, rightly guided, value-based system of 
life. 
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Given the tacts as above, we wiii have to ensure 
that our younger generation is able to make a maxi- 
mum use of the Net for positive purposes avoiding 
from its negative and destructive aspects. 
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The Questionnaire 



Prologue 

Today the advanced machineries and an un- 
precedented scientific development have rolled up the 
distances. The news from one end of the globe may be 
circulated to its other farthest ends within too short a 
time to be imagined. The means and the instruments 
have been devised and developed are not just for per- 
sonal use for the day-to-day purposes, they have 
emerged to be far too effective means for the propaga- 
tion of the individual and collective thought and ide- 
ologies as well. Undeniably, in the past too several 
means were available for the purpose, yet since the 
modern advanced means are marvelously fast- 
working, their use for unjust, negative purposes and 
base ends has now become a commoner phenomenon 
than their employment for just and good purposes and 
positive ends. 

After the radio and the tape recorder, the present 
era has moved to TV and the Internet. Radio and the 
TV systems are being used to broadcast the news, to 
held countless entertainment programs and to propa- 
gate religious, thoughts and ideologies. In different 
countries the State-sponsors different religious pro- 
grams according to their own schemes and priorities. 

In many countries the radio and TV stations may 
be hired for the purposes. Even there are countries 
which grant permission to launch and establish private 



21 




stations to use tor one's own purposes. 

Radio and TV apart, the Internet has made the 
dissemination of the news and the thoughts faster still. 
The employment of the Internet for the purpose is very 
easy compared to the radio and TV. Unlike the TV or 
radio, the Net does not require so large apparatuses to 
work. As a person listens to the radio or the TV inside 
his/her house, so he/she can disseminate his/her 
thoughts and ideologies to the farthest corners of the 
globe sitting in a corner of his/her house. 

Going by its very nature, the Falsehood is always 
quick to adopt all such quick-working means to gain 
currency in less time. Then the situation gets worsened 
despite repeated warnings: the evil penetrates deep 
into the masses and the majority of the people gets ac- 
customed to the use of those means. Consequently, 
they cast deep effects on them, thus damaging their 
moral values and religious perceptions. Under such 
circumstances it becomes impossible to fight that evil 
without the employment and use of the same means 
and systems. 

With turning the radio a commonly popular 
means, the Ulnmn permitted its use for religious pur- 
poses like the recitation of the Qur'an, publicity of reli- 
gious speeches and the religious knowledge. Even, 
sometimes the Ulnma themselves took part in such 
programs, as we categorically know about Pakistan. 
But the stand was pertinent to the State-owned radio 
facilities, as has been, and still exists, the case in India 
and Pakistan. 
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However, the situation has now drasticaiiy 
changed. The growing trend of privatization has now 
left the door of establishing radio and TV stations wide 
open for the private sector as well. Now we face the 
question whether it is lawful for Muslims to launch 
their own radio and TV stations and channels with a 
view to serve thereby the religious purposes. The ques- 
tion has assumed even greater importance given the 
fact that the peoples belonging to other religions and 
movements have practically launched their own chan- 
nels and stations and are using them for the propaga- 
tion of their thoughts and ideologies. 

So far as the case of the Western countries is con- 
cerned, the use of modern means of communication 
there is too common. There are numerous private sta- 
tions and TV channels dedicated to work round the 
clock against Islam and its teachings, sowing mistrust 
about its tenets, teachings and Islamic moral stan- 
dards. They broadcast immoral programs and prepare 
their CDs and to publish them publicly. The Western 
masses are not just deeply interested in such things, 
but also have become very important to them from 
there learning viewpoint. 

Precisely speaking, only the modern means of 
communication hold sway over the Western masses 
and have emerged out to be the only popular and seri- 
ous ones, the most reliable source of gathering knowl- 
edge and information. 

This state of affairs has forced the men of relig- 
ion, concerned for Islam and its teachings, into taking a 
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serious note ot the situation and adopting, within the 
limits of Sharia, the same means to counter the evil ef- 
fects caused by the misuse of these communicational 
systems. 

As mentioned above, the Internet serves the 
purposes of both the radio and the TV at once and, ob- 
viously, it is quite easy to use it for a much wider cir- 
culation of any idea or thought. More so, it is gaining 
currency speedily both in the Western and eastern 
countries. It is very easy to use it even personally and 
involves no much longer arrangements and apparatus. 
It is being used for destructive purposes on a much 
wider scale imder the guise of introducing Islam. Most 
misled sects, from among both Muslims and non- 
Muslims, have fed the Internet with their anti-Islam, 
unfounded ideas. The Internet is also fed with various 
newspapers, magazines and books, which discuss Is- 
lam, its tenets and its teachings from a very hostile out- 
look. A check might be put on the radio and television. 
But no check is possible against the misuse of Internet. 

Now it is no longer a secret that most Net users 
are badly affected with the epidemic of the Net misuse. 
Hit by the gravity of the situation, several Muslim or- 
ganizations thought seriously of employing the Net to 
defend Islam against the onslaughts being directed to 
it on the part of anti-Islam elements and simultane- 
ously provide correct information about Islam to the 
world at large. 

A very important feature of the Internet is that it 
offers the question-answer facility. Any Net user may 
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put his question on the Net to seek the answer. And he 
may get the answer; irrespective of that it is right or 
wrong. 

Given this important feature of the Net, it might 
be very effectively employed by scientific, academic, 
educational, religious institutions for a wider circula- 
tion of their right ideas and good thoughts. They may 
exploit this marvelous means of communication for 
the advantage of the whole Muslim Ummah. 

Present testing state of affairs has given rise to 
the practical question: Should the Ummah and the 
Muslim masses be left to their discretion to do as they 
wish, giving them the doses of admonition and good 
counsels, or, the counter-measures be taken to contain 
the epidemic, allowing the use of the Net and other 
modern means of communication for right purposes 
and just ends? 

Quite obviously, our pious predecessors faced 
no situation of this type. Admittedly, the harms of the 
TV, VCR, etc, are extremely great. Yet, we are facing a 
society, which is unfortunately interested only in these 
means; it is familiar only with the TV, Internet etc. 
Even more unfortunately, the system prevalent today 
is awfully misleading and destructive, caring neither 
for the good of this world, nor is concerned about the 
well-being of the Akhira. Shall we be right to use these 
means to save the faith and religion of the Muslims 
and call the world through these means to the True Re- 
ligion of Allah? 

In the western as well as the Muslim countries 



25 




there is a growing demand ot establishing such sys- 
tems for the dissemination of the Islamic teachings. 
Undeniably, here might be good-natured people who 
are not interested in radio or television merely to listen 
to the melodious sounds of the professional singing 
women or to amuse themselves with the entertainment 
programs; they want to seek the solution of their spiri- 
tual and moral problems. Should there be the Islamic 
programs to be broadcast by the radio, television or by 
other advanced means of communication, such people 
may arrive at the truth of Islam and its teachings as 
evidenced by numerous practical examples world- 
wide. More importantly, the advanced means of com- 
munication -computer network, television, video, 
Internet- are being used to educational purposes on a 
wider scale so much so that many people think it may 
dispense with the traditional system of schooling. 
These means may better be used for the purpose of 
education throughout the country. 

Preceding lines were meant to expose the situa- 
tion in a boarder way. Given the scenario as above, the 
following questions need proper answers: 

1. What is the position of the Sharia on establish- 
ing the Muslims' their own radio stations with 
the sole intention to disseminate Islam and its 
teachings, and to remove the misgivings 
about Islamic teachings, to refute the false 
sects growing from inside the Muslim com- 
munity; and to put a check on their increasing 
anti-Islam efforts? 
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2. As tar as the advanced western countries are 
concerned, the use of television is rampant 
there; various movements and organizations 
are using it to propagate their ideologies and 
thought. Would it be lawfully permissible for 
Muslims to establish the television station 
there? 

3. What is the position of the Islamic Sharia on 
preparing audio and videocassettes and other 
software for the scientific, artistic, moral, edu- 
cational purposes? The question has assumed 
extraordinary import today because of the fact 
that the use and employment of such things is 
on a constant increase in the world of knowl- 
edge. 

4. What is the position of the Islamic Shariah on 
employing the Internet or other advanced sys- 
tems of communication for the propagation of 
Islamic teachings and of making it available 
for the purpose? 



27 




Unanimous Decisions 



After a fuller discussion of the topic and a pro- 
longed debate on most of its aspects, the participants 
unanimously arrived at the following decisions: 

1. The Ummate Muslima is committed to make every 
possible effort for the propagation of the message of 
Truth and spare no pain in defending Islam against 
the challenges it faces time and again. 

2. Going by the Qur'anic command 

"Against them make preparations to the utmost of your 
power" (8:60), the use of every sort of means, both 
conventional and modern advanced, is not just 
permissible for this important purpose but also 
strongly recommended in consonance with the de- 
mands of the time. 

3. The employment of radio system for religious pur- 
poses holds no evil, apart from the nature of the 
employment of radio benefiting from its programs, 
practical participation in such programs or estab- 
lishing radio stations of our own. 

4. As a highly successful means of communication the 
Internet occupies special importance. As matter of 
principle, the legality or otherwise of the employ- 
ment of the means hinges on the nature of the em- 
ployment itself. If it is for the right purposes, then 
there is no bar, if, on the other hand, it is for evil 
purposes, it shall be unacceptable to the Shariah. In 
case of the legal purposes, it shall have to be deter- 
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mined whether the achievement ot those purposes 
is an obligation, commendable or only lawful. The 
same status shall have to be attached to the use of 
the means. 

Going by the principles put above, all the par- 
ticipants unanimously hold that the employment of 
the Internet for the religious purposes is permissible, 
even recommended sometimes. The presentation must 
be free from all such things and ways unacceptable to 
the Islamic Sharia. 

5. Viewed from the angle of the Islamic Sharia, the 
television, which is undoubtedly an advanced, very 
useful means of communication, carries two inher- 
ent problems. Basically, it is a means intended to 
expose both sound and the image of the speaker to 
the audience. It is also as much capable to send out 
the live programs as to videotape it to be broadcast 
later. The area of first problem is the images ex- 
posed to the viewers, although the pictures of the 
television do not unanimously fall under the cate- 
gory of the images forbidden by the ahadith. For, 
unlike the ulama of the subcontinent, many noted 
men of Islamic learning from among the Arabs hold 
that the video graphed images don't fall under the 
forbidden category. 

The area of the second problem is the case of its 
employment in today's world. Despite the fact that the 
TV is a highly useful means of serving many purposes, 
it is unfortunately being used mainly for entertain- 
ment, to popularize immorality and obscenities under 
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the pretext ot ottering entertainment programs to the 
viewers. The movies shown most often on the TV are 
so immoral and obscene that even the liberal people 
find it hard to watch them sitting together with their 
parents or children. A very destructive effect of the 
most TV programs is that it enchants the children and 
leaves them less interested in their school activities. 

In view of the facts put above, harms of the tele- 
vision far outweigh its benefits. The participants of the 
seminar take the stand that the use of television for 
immoral purposes is destructive to the Islamic society 
in the extreme and advise the Muslims to abstain from 
it as far as they can. 

6. As far as the launching of the channels exclusive for 
the religious purposes and absolutely free from all 
sorts of obscenities is concerned, the near total ma- 
jority of participants holds it lawful. To the follow- 
ing men of Islamic learning, however, the estab- 
lishment of even such channels is not permissible: 

1. Ml. Abdul Latif of Palanpur 

2. Ml. Abdul Qayyum of Palanpur 

3. Ml. abdul Rahman of Palanpur 

4. Ml. Md. Hamza of Gorakhpur 

5. Ml. Mufti Md. Zaid 

6. Ml. Zubair Ahmad (of Mazahire Uloom, Saharanpur) 

Other two participants. Ml. Burhanuddin of 
Sambhal and Ml. Arshad Qasmi Farooqi hold the view 
that sending out of the live programs is permissible, 
while the recorded one is not. 
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Summary of the written views 



In response to its questionnaire put in the pre- 
ceding lines, the Islamic Fiqh Academy of India re- 
ceived thirty-six written responses from the Ulama be- 
longing to different Islamic institutions and noted seats 
of Islamic learning. What follows is a summarized ver- 
sion of them. 

Establishing radio station for religious pur- 
poses 

As far as the first question i.e., the establishing of 
the radio stations for the propagation of the Truth and 
stemming of the anti-Islam tide is concerned, all the 
Ulama responding to this question are agree, in princi- 
ple, that the Muslims may establish their own radio 
stations to propagate the Truth and defend it against 
the mischief of the misled sects and the anti-Islam 
forces scattered about the world and very actively en- 
gaged in harming Islam, misrepresenting it and its 
plane teachings to the world on a wider scale. Many 
Ulamas, however, attach conditions. Ml. Burhanuddin 
of Sambhal, Ml. Yaqub Qasmi of Bara Banki and Ml. 
Akhtar Imam Adil, for example, are of the opinion that 
this radio station must be free from all un-Islamic 
things. Ml. Abdul Latif of Palanpur and Ml. Abdul 
Qayyum of Palanpur have explained this condition by 
saying that the radio stations must be run strictly in 
lines with the Islamic Sharia. It must confine itself to 
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broadcasting only the iawiui programs, advertise- 
ments be displayed only the men, abstaining com- 
pletely from the woman-sun songs, un-Islamic music 
and all other things unacceptable to the Sharia of Is- 
lam. Mufti Habibullah Qasmi is of the view that such a 
radio station has to be handled and managed only by 
the Ulama. Maulana Zafrul Islam holds that the news 
casters should be abstentious and religious minded. 
Mufti Mahboob Ali Wajeehi and Maulana Akhtar 
Imam Adil are of the views that the station must be 
controlled by pious and Good-fearing groups or indi- 
viduals. 

Following is the gist of the arguments for its 
permission as forwarded by these Ulama : 

1. Ml. Shafiqur Rahman Nadwi, 

2. Ml Riyaz Ahmad Salafi, 

3. Qazi Abdul Jalil Qasmi, 

4. Ml Abul Qasim, 

5. Ml Asjad Nadwi, 

6. Mufti Flabibullah Qasmi, 

7. Ml Abrar Khan Nadwi, 

8. Ml Md. Qasim Muzaffarpuri, 

9. Ml Rashid Hussain Nadwi, 

10. Ml Akhtar Imam Adil 

11. Ml Mustafa Qasmi. 

□ The radio is nothing more than a means and as a 
matter of principle, it cannot be held absolutely for- 
bidden apart from the purpose of its use. 

□ Intent, aim and the means in itself is right. Obvi- 
ously, a station to be established to serve the end 
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mentioned would naturally be tree trom play and 
amusement. 

□ The Radio is from among the things "which don't 
constitute a disobedience to the Shariah in them- 
selves. 

□ According to the juridical principles of the Sharia : 
all things are essentially lawful , things are attached with 
the ends they are meant for, if a thing contains no aspect 
of unlawfulness, it shall be regarded as lawful. The estab- 
lishment of such a radio station is permissible. 

□ The use of the modern advanced means does fall 
under the general meaning and the broader sense of 
the many ayats of the Holy Qur'an as well as several 
ahadith of the Prophet (SAWS). To quote here only a 
few of them: 

"Against them make preparations to the utmost of 
your power" (8:60) 

"Don't overlap Truth with Falsehood". (2:42) 

"To Allah belong all things of the heavens as well 
of the earth." (3:109) 

"If any one of you can afford to work for the benefit 
of his brother (in religious sense), he should do so". 
(Muslim) 

"Deliberate on the creation, and deliberate on tire 
favor of Allah." 

□ Being the best Ummah, the Ummate Muslima is 
committed to work for the moral improvement of 
the use of modem advanced means, persuading 
other peoples about the position of Islam vis-a-vis 
those means and to remove their apprehensions and 
misunderstandings. 
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□ The Holy Trophet himselt adopted various ways lor 
the purpose of Dawah and calling up the people to 
Islam. To achieve good aims the Fuqaha permit the 
employing of the articles of amusement and play. 
Durre Mukhtar reads. "... and from among these 
things is blowing the trumpet for boasting, and it 
may be blown for warning and awakening." "The 
Shami observes: 

"The articles of amusement are not forbidden in 
themselves. They are forbidden when employed to 
aim either at tire amusement of the hearer or of tire 
person playing it. Of course, with this aspect the re- 
lativeness of it is mrderstood as it is evident from 
tire fact that if the trmrrpet is blown as it is, this act 
shall be some time regarded as permissible, and 
impermissible other time according to the intention 
behind listening to it." 1 

□ Haz. Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanawi (may Allah deal 
him with mercy) regarded the use of gramophone 
as lawful for the sake of good purposes . 2 

Based on the arguments put above, all the par- 
ticipant Ulama gave their unanimous decision on that 
the establishment of such a radio station would be 
quite lawful. Many of them, as Ml. Zafar Alam Nadwi 
and Ml. Abdul Azim Islahi regard it to be a collective 
obligation of the Ummah. Ml. Burhanuddin of Samb- 
hal and Ml. Zubair Ahmad Qasmi regard such an ini- 
tiative to be a commendable one. 



1 Durre Mukhtar vol. 5, p. 247 

2 Inrdadul Fatawa vol.4, p. 246 
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Establishing a TV station 

Considering the condition of the western and 
advanced countries where the Television has become a 
general thing in the hands of the people, and various 
movements and outfits employ it there as a very effec- 
tive tool to popularize their ideas and thoughts, the 
second question was about the position of the Islamic 
Sharia as to establishing a TV station or hiring chan- 
nels for the religious purposes. 

There is a disagreement amongst the Ulama who 
have expressed their views in reply to this question. 
The root of the difference of opinion lies in the images 
the use of the TV essentially involves. 

All the opinions are roughly of two kinds. One 
permits the use of the TV with images, although the 
reasons and arguments of the holders of this view are 
largely different from one another's. To the adherents 
of this view the establishment of the TV stations for the 
purposes mentioned in the question is quite permitted. 

To the holders of the other opinion, on the other 
hand, the use of TV with images is impermissible, al- 
though from among them there are some Ulama who 
make exceptions to some sorts of images from the gen- 
eral law of prohibition. 

Following is a shorter presentation of both the 
differing views. 

Permissibility of the TV with pictures 

The men of the Islamic learning who see no 
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problem with the use ot TV with pictures have the toi- 
lowing arguments in favour of their viewpoint. 

1. Taking into account the problem of the images 
in detail, Maulana Rashid Husain Nadwi has opined 
that the general agreement of the Ulama regarding the 
prohibition of the animal pictures is based on many 
ahadith recorded by the Sahih Muslim in the Book of 
Wearing, apart from that the images are plane or 
shady. Explaining those ahadith , Imam Nawawi (a very 
noted commentator of the Sahih Muslim) writes: 
"These ahadith are unambiguously clear in prohibiting 
the animate images and this prohibition is of very 
strong nature .... And this is the stand of the general 
Ulama . 1 

Imam Malik, however, does not subscribe to the 
view of general prohibition, as we find in the al- 
Mausuatul Fiqhia. 

To the majority of the Ulama although the law of 
prohibition is generally applicable, yet they made 
some exceptions to the general rule. The exceptions are 
totally related only to keeping some sorts of images. 
As for making the images by any way, they make no 
exception at all. 

Going by the Malikite opinion, most Arab Ulama 
hold that all such images which bear no body and the 
photographs do not fall under the general law of pro- 
hibition. To cite a prominent Arab authority here: 

"The law of prohibition covers only those sorts 
of images which have body and bear shade. As for the 

1 Imam Nawawi on Muslim vol. 2, p. 201 
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ones without shade tike the paintings on the waits, pa- 
per, and, similarly, those painted on the clothes, cur- 
tains, they are quite permissible. The same is applica- 
ble to photographs ." 1 

Another great Arab alim, Dr. Usuf al Qarzawi, 
writes: 

"As regards the paintings and the photographs, we 
have already expressed that the more consistent 
with the spirit of the Islamic Sharia is tire permissi- 
bility vis-a-vis such things or un-preferability at 
most. The permissibility will continue mrless the 
image does not contain a thing in itself which is 
unlawful to Islam." 2 

Unlike the Arab Ulnma, the Ulama of the subcon- 
tinent follow the majority view of the Ummah. They 
permit the use of the images only under unavoidable 
conditions, such an exceptional permission fall under 
the law, " Hardship attracts ease." Such conditions in- 
clude the passport, license, identity cards, etc. 

Having given the relevant detail about the posi- 
tion of the Sharia vis-a-vis the images, the Maulana has 
opined that there are three reasons which might justify 
the establishment of the TV station and the use of im- 
ages involved. 

First, Dawah, (calling the people to Islam) and en- 
joining them what is right and forbidding them what is 
wrong occupies very high importance in the Islamic 
scheme of life. And to carry out this important obliga- 



1 Fiqlrus Sunnah vol. 2, p.58 

2 al Halalu wal Haramu fil Islam. P. 14 
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tion more effectively it is quite advisable to adopt the 
Malikite opinion. Dawah of course is a collective obli- 
gation and in the context of the western countries, 
where the life is too much fast, it is practically very dif- 
ficult to carry out this obligation in a proper manner 
without modern communicational approach. Indeed, 
we had to adopt the Malikite opinion in more occa- 
sions than one taking the benefit of the Law of hard- 
ship. Since the present situation is very much similar 
to the earlier ones, there seems no problem in adopting 
Malikite opinion regarding the issue of images. 

Secondly, even the ulama clung to the law of ab- 
solute prohibition of images make exceptions under 
unavoidable conditions, as put above under the Law of 
Necessity. Now if the Law of Necessity is applicable to 
the cases where the safety of life and property is in- 
volved, the safety of religion too must be covered by 
the same law and the use of TV with images should be 
allowed. Otherwise, it is feared that a larger number of 
people will not be covered by our traditional ways of 
Dawah. This of course will constitute a much greater 
evil than that of the use of TV with images. Under such 
state of affairs the law of permission must gain prefer- 
ence to that of prohibition, especially when the evil 
feared to stem from the use of the TV with images has 
turned lighter because of the Malikites' as well other 
Arab Ulama's disagreement with the law of absolute 
prohibition. 

Thirdly, the Holy Prophet (SAW) has strictly out- 
lawed the use of fire to kill the Kuffar or punish the 
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guilty "Nobody has the right to punish with tire except 
the Lord of the Fire" 1 . However, in spite of this unam- 
biguous Apostolic injunction the Fuqaha allow the 
Muslims to kill the kuffar by fire in the state of war. 
(For a detailed treatment of the topic the commentaries 
on the Qur'an, particularly of Shaikh Alusi, and the 
Fiqhi literature may be consulted.) 

It needs not to be argued that the media and the 
means of communication have become highly effective 
arms of intellectual and cultural warfare of the con- 
temporary world. So, if the earlier Fuqaha allowed the 
use of prohibited things in the face of conventional 
warfare in the past, why it is considered impermissible 
to bear some sorts of prohibited items to face the me- 
dia warfare and stem the tide of evil. Given the facts as 
above, the enormity of the contemporary challenges is 
by no way lesser than the former sort of warfare. 

Based on the above mentioned three contentions 
the Maulana permits the initiations of the TV stations. 
The only condition is that the TV station and its pro- 
gram must be free from all absurdities held unlawful 
in the sight of Islam. 

The same view is shared by Maulana Md. Qasim 
of Muzaffarpur (Bihar). His view might be para- 
phrased as that even though the TV functions with im- 
ages, yet for the sake of the greater religious benefits 
the image aspect of the TV system should be tolerated 
as much the same tolerance has already been shown in 
the cases of necessity as the acquisition of passport and 



1 Abu Dawood 3/124 
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the identity cards etc. going by the principie ot accept- 
ing the "lesser har am". 

Sharing the above view of permissibility, Mau- 
lana Mufti Anwar Ali Azmai and Maulana Ishtiyaq 
Ahmad Azami say that the use of images in the TV 
programs must remain confined to the minimum and 
the TV station or channel management shall be re- 
quired to strictly follow the limits of the shariah. 

Maulana Uzair Qasmi also shares the above 
view. He is sure of that when the TV station is to be 
initiated to absolutely serve the religious purposes 
then it is quite obvious that its programs shall have no 
room for absurdities in them and the TV station shall 
fall under the doctrine of: A thing which does not 
stand for disobedience in itself. More importantly, the 
images broadcast are not meant for their own sake. In 
his opinion, in the absence of the feminine images, the 
establishment of the TV station is not inconsistent with 
the general law of the Islamic Sharia. 

Images of TV mere a reflexion, not the actual 
ones 

Maulana Ataur Rahman Madani has opined that 
the images shown at the TV are totally different from 
the ones made by an artist who attempts to build the 
whole human/ animal body and develops the face and 
thus seeks similarity with Divine attribute of Creating. 
Such artists and statue makers undoubtedly fall under 
the threat given to them in many ahadith of the Holy 
Prophet. The TV images are much like those reflecting 
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on the surtace ot the mirror and contain nothing made 
by a human being. The only difference between the 
two sorts is that the photographed image is stored by 
the electronic camera in the form of the invisible cur- 
rents and then sends the same to the TV system. Later 
the same stored currents are displayed on the screen in 
original form of the photographed person or thing. So, 
based on the above contention, it will be quite right to 
benefit from the useful programs displayed on the TV, 
and it shall be a great and commendable service to es- 
tablish a TV station for the propagation of Truth and 
the defense of Islam. 

Use of images should be kept limited to the 
minimum 

Maulana Abdul Rashid Qasmi is of the opinion 
that the display of images on the TV screen has to be 
kept limited to the minimum, strictly in accordance 
with the real need. Moreover, the image should be 
smaller in size, more preferably headless. 

The following Ulnma also share the view of per- 
missibility: 

1. Qazi Abdul Jalil, 

2. Ml. Riyaz hmad salafi, 

3. Dr Qudratullah Baqwi, 

4. Mufti Mahboob Ali Wajeehi, 

5. Ml. Sultan Ahmad Islahi, 

6. Dr Abdul Azim Islahi, 

7. Ml. Azizur Rahman 

8. Ml. Abu Sufyan Miftahi, 
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9. Mutti Wasim Ahmad, 

10. Ml. Zafar Alam Nadwi, 

11. Ml. Khurshid Ahmad Azami, 

12. Ml. Asjad Nadwi, 

13. Ml. Shafiqur Rahman Nadwi, 

14. Mufti Sabahuddin Malik Falahi 

15. Ml. Mustafa Qasmi. 

All of these men of Islamic learning hold that the 
establishment of the TV station with the sole object of 
defending Islam and Islamic teachings and propagate 
the message of Islam is a right step in the right direc- 
tion. To some it is even commendable, even a religious 
obligation. The only provision is that it must be free 
from the things indisputably forbidden. 

The Case of the western world 

There are many Ulama who hold that the use of 
the TV and benefiting from its programs is permissible 
only to the western people, where the case is of 'mass 
involvement' and for the western Muslims it is too dif- 
ficult to avoid the use of TV. This view is shared by 
Mufti Habibullah Qasmi, Ml. Yaqub Qasmi (Zaidpur), 
Ml. Naim Akhtar and Mufti Jamil Ahmad Naziri. Ml. 
Naim has further explained that the program must be 
offered by man only and the program itself should be a 
religious one. Mufti Jamil Ahmad too has clarified his 
stand that the permissibility was based on the princi- 
ple of the mass involvement, which attracts relaxation 
and extenuates the unlawfulness. Difference of opin- 
ions of the Ulama too is a considerable factor to lighten 
the force of the negative command. 
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Opinion holding the use of TV impermissible 

Contrary to the opinion of permissibility of the 
use of TV, there is another opinion which strongly op- 
poses the use of TV even for the sake of religious pur- 
poses, on the ground that it in all cases involves the 
use of images and the sharia has strictly disallowed the 
use of images in any form or made by any way. Mak- 
ing, watching or collecting the images is sternly out- 
lawed. The collection may be tolerable in some cases, 
but the making of images is absolutely forbidden. 
Admittedly, there are exceptions to the law of general 
prohibition. However, the TV and the establishment of 
its station are not so much necessary as are the cases of 
exception. Hence unlawful. 

This being the gist of those sharing the view of 
impermissibility. What follows are their arguments 
they have expounded in support of their standpoint. 

Arguing against the view of permissibility of the 
images. Ml. Akhtar Imam Adil and many other Ulama 
have cited various ahadith. 

"On tire Day of Judgement the most punishworthy 
shall be tire inrage-nrakers". Abdullah birr Unrar re- 
ports tire Prophet as saying "Those who make tire 
images shall be subjected to a severe torment. They 
will be told to infuse life into, whatever you have 
created." (Bukhari, Book of clothing). Abu Hurairalr 
reported the Prophet to have issued a stern warn- 
ing in this regard in the following words: "Who 
could be more wrongful than the one who attempts 
to create like mrto Me. If they are true (hr their inri- 



43 




tating My creation, they sliouid create a corn or an 
atom." (Bukhari) Ali reports the Prophet (SAW) as 
saying: "He who attempts the creation of a tiling 
from among the living beings, he indeed disbe- 
lieved whatever has been sent down on Muham- 
mad from Allah." 1 

Explaining these ahadith, Hafiz Badruddin Aini 
writes: 

"Our Ulama as well as others hold that the making 
of the animal image is absolutely outlawed. Making 
of the animal image constitutes a formidable dis- 
obedience to Allah, regardless of that it is made to 
be trampled on or with any other purpose. For it 
smacks of seeking similarity with the Divine At- 
tribute of creation, regardless of that it is painted on 
a cloth, carpet, dinar, dirham or even smaller cur- 
rency items, utensils or wall; and that they bear 
shade or not. The same view is shared by the major- 
ity of the Ulama including Imam Malik, Tlrori, Abu 
Hanifa etc. As for the images of inanimate objects 
like tree etc, they are quite lawful." 2 

Having cited the consensus of all the four schools 
of Islamic jurisprudence about the absolute prohibition 
of the image-making. Ml. Akhtar Imam Adil has dis- 
pelled the doubts about some outstanding Ulama of 
the subcontinent. It is believed that Ml. Abul Kalam 
Azad and Maulana Sayyid Sulaiman Nadwi were not 
very much against the modern mode of photography. 
They held that the prohibition of the animal images 



1 Bulughul Qasd wal Maram p.22 

2 Umdatul Qari vol.22, p. 70, Egyptian print 
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was only to safeguard the Ummali against polytheism. 

If the photos are not feared to lead to polytheism, 
they by no way fall under the law of prohibition. Ad- 
mittedly, the said Ulama held so previously, but it is 
categorically known that both the above mentioned 
Ulama had shifted to the collective opinion of the Um- 
mali. 

Maulana Akhtar Imam Adil has provided docu- 
mentary evidence to prove the shift of both the Ulama 
from their previous stand. Strengthening his stand, the 
Maulana further writes: 

"Making of the image, collecting it or seeking en- 
joyment from it all constitute a gross act of disobe- 
dients to Allah. Making images of the animate ob- 
jects is absolutely unlawful. Nawawi has clearly 
written that the animal image was strictly out- 
lawed. Allama Shami too has used much similar 
words to express the same opinion. Only headless 
images of the animate objects have been held harm- 
less from the Sharia outlook. Actually, the Fuqaha 
dismiss a headless image as a worthless object 
rather than treating it as image. 

So far as the collecting and storing of very smaller 
and ungraceful images is concerned, the Fuqaha 
hold it harmless. However, making even of such 
images is outlawed. To quote an outstanding au- 
thority here: "If the animal figure is on the surface 
of the pillow, there is no harm in using it, even 
though the making of it is also disapproved at." 1 

"If the figure is painted on the floor, carpet, small 



1 Khulasatul Fatawa, vol. 1 p.58 
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pillows, this constitutes no harm as it is trampled on 
by the feet and is subjected to disgrace." 1 

In the light of the citations put above, Maulana 
Akhtar Imam Adil holds that the making of animal 
images is outlawed. Then, quite obviously, watching 
the images or using them in any way shall be held out- 
lawed. Concluding his arguments, he has arrived at 
the opinion that the use of TV or establishing its sta- 
tions is not lawful, even if it is totally free from all ab- 
surdities, and un-Islamic act and even if it is managed 
and overseen by pious and religious persons. For it 
shall indispensably involve the making and use of 
animal images and figures which fall under the law of 
absolute prohibition. 

Maulana Burhanudddin (of Sambhal) shares the 
same opinion. He, however, has allowed the use of 
such a TV system as which does not involve the animal 
pictures women workers or other un-Islamic acts. If 
such a TV system is ever evolved, the Muslim Ummah 
shall be in a position to use the TV for the defense of 
Islam and its propagation. 

Broadcasting Live Programs 

There are many Ulama who hold the view that 
the TV programs might be shown live. Such a show of 
course is very much similar to the reflexion on the mir- 
ror. The view is shared by the following ulama: 

1. Ml. Burhanuddin of Sambhal 

2. Ml. Zubair Ahmad Qasmi 



1 Badaius Sanae 1/116 
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3. Ml. Abrar Khan Nadwi 

4. Ml. Tanweer Alam Qasmi 

5. Ml. Abul Qasim. 

Other opinions 

Maulana Zafarul Islam and Maulana Abdul 
Qayyum of Palanpur subscribe to the view that the TV 
could be used and the Muslims may launch their own 
TV stations provided the whole system is free from 
music, women, film, pictures and songs. 

Contrariwise, Maulana Abdul Latif has declared 
it quite unlawful to watch the TV programs or estab- 
lish Muslims' own TV stations even to purely serve the 
religious purposes. The main contention of the Mau- 
lana is that it in no way could be free from the use of 
pictures. By launching our own TV stations we not just 
will be committing a great sin, but also of transiting 
the sin to hundreds and thousands of people. For the 
making or keeping the pictures or watching them in- 
tentionally is quite unacceptable to the Shariah of Is- 
lam. 

To Maulana Irshad Qasmi the harms of the TV 
far outnumber its benefits. Far from being mere appre- 
hensions, the harms of the TV now constitute an ex- 
perienced bitter reality. In fact, he is of the view that 
the pious and God-fearing people may be permitted to 
employ the TV for the religious purposes, yet he is not 
very much optimistic about its feasibility in the present 
age of moral degeneration. 

In view of disagreement amongst the Ulama re- 
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garding pictures, Maulana Abut Qasim and Mauiana 
Tanweer Alam Qasmi call for a further deliberation on 
the problem, for it can't be decided unless there 
evolves a clear-cut view of the men of Islamic erudi- 
tion regarding the issue of pictures. 

In the estimate of Maulana Zubair Ahmad Qasmi 
and Maulana Akhtar Imam Adil the employment of 
the TV for the religious purposes has not yet turned to 
be an unavoidable necessity. Hence there is no reason 
to indulge in the acts of disobedience without a genu- 
ine need. 

Preparing Cassettes 

So far as the third question i.e., the preparation 
of the cassettes for the purpose of education, informa- 
tion and moral reform, is concerned, the question has 
two essential parts. First, preparing audio cassettes 
which obviously save the sound only. Second, prepar- 
ing the video cassettes and CDs. As far as the first part 
is concerned, there is a general agreement among the 
Ulama as regards the permissibility of such an act. 
Even some think it to be a commendable step and have 
strongly recommended for it. The only condition is 
that it should be free from all absurdities and un- 
Islamic music. 

As regards the second part of the question, there 
exists a disagreement amongst the Ulama on much the 
same counts as mentioned under the answers to sec- 
ond question. 

There are many Ulama who permit the prepara- 
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tions ot video cassettes and CDs, taking into account 
the importance and efficiency of such material. This 
group includes this group includes the following 
ulama: 

1. Ml. Sultan Ahmad Islahi 

2. Mufti Habibullah Qasmi 

3. Dr. Qudratullah Baqwi 

4. Ml. Riyaz Ahmad Salafi 

5. Qazi Abdul Jalil Qasmi 

6. Dr. Abdul Azim Islahi 

7. Ml. Zafar Alam Nadwi 

8. Mufti Mahboob Ali Wajihi 

9. Ml. Sabahuddin Malik Falahi 

10. Ml. Yaqub Qasmi 

11. Ml.Abu Sufyan Miftahi 

12. Mufti Azizur Rahman Bijnori. 

Maulana Uzair Akhtar Qasmi too shares the 
same view. To him the video cassette itself is not 
wrong; its pictures are much like the image appearing 
on the surface of the mirror which could not be seen 
outside the machine playing the cassette or CD. 

Maulana Rashid Nadwi has adopted the Malikite 
stand and favoured the view of permissibility of pre- 
paring the cassettes for the purposes under question as 
such material has acquired extraordinary importance 
and its use is on a constant increase in information 
technology and other areas of scientific research. Mufti 
Jamil Ahmad Naziri also shares the same view. He, 
however, has admitted his inability to properly under- 
stand the CD and the related software mechanism. 
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Contrariwise, there are many Uiama who hoid 
otherwise. Those are the Uiama who disallow the mak- 
ing or use of the pictures. Since the video cassettes and 
CDs obviously involve the use of the prohibited sort of 
pictures, it is unacceptable. This view is shared by the 
following Uiama: 

1. Ml. Burhanudin of Sambhal 

2. Ml. Irshad Qasmi 

3. Ml. Abdul Latif Palanpur 

4. Ml. Zubair Ahmad Qasmi 

5. Ml. Akhtar Imam Adil 

6. Ml. Md. Qasim of Muzaffarpur 

7. Ml. Abdul Qayyum of Palanpur 

Maulana Zafrul Islam Qasmi, however, sees no 
problem with the CDs and concerned software. 

Using Internet and other advanced means for 
religious purposes 

As regards the fourth and final question of the 
questionnaire, i.e., employing the Internet and other 
developed means of information technology to further 
the cause of Islam and defending it against the tidal 
waves of the anti-Islam propaganda, the majority of 
the Uiama holds it quite permissible. The gist of their 
detailed argumentation is that the adoption of the 
modern advanced systems of communication and in- 
formation for the defense of Islam and disseminate its 
teachings far and wide falls under the meaning and 
message of the Qur'anic verse: 

_o jS ^^5 \jJ^& \ J 

"Against them make ready your strength to the 
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utmost ot your power.” (8:6(J) 

Indeed, it constitutes and important portion of 
the Muslim Ummah's collective duty to use whatever is 
at its disposal, regardless of that it is conventional or 
modern and advanced. The only condition is that it 
must not involve any thing unacceptable to the Sharia 
of Islam. Internet is nothing more than a means of 
communication and it obviously contains no evil. 

The Ulama who hold this view are the following: 

1. Ml. Ishtiyaq Ahmad Azami 

2. Mufti Anwar Ali Azami 

3. Ml. Shafiqur Rahman Nadwi 

4. Ml. Ataur Rahman Madani 

5. Ml. Abu Sufyan Miftahi 

6. Mufti Azizur Rahman Bijnori 

7. Dr. Qudratullah Baqwi 

8. Ml. Riyaz Ahmad Salafi 

9. Mufti Habibullah Qasmi 

10. Qazi Abdul Jalil Qasmi 

11. Ml. Abrar Khan Nadwi 

12. Dr. Abdul Azim Islahi 

13. Mufti Wasim Ahmad Qasmi 

14. Qari Zafrul Islam 

15. Ml. Khursheed Ahmad Azami 

16. M1. Asjad Nadwi 

17. Ml. Zafar Alam Nadwi 

18. Ml. Sabahuddin Malik Falahi 

19. Ml. Yaqub Qasmi 

20. Hakim Zillur Rahman 

21. Ml. Naim Akhtar Qasmi. 
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There are some other Ulama who tavour the 
conditional permission of the use of Internet. Mufti 
Mahboob Ali Wajihi and Maulana Abut Qasim say that 
if the Internet system is controlled by God-fearing peo- 
ple who employ the only legal method and maintain a 
complete regard to the Islamic law, its use shall be 
considered permitted. To Maulana Uzair Qasmi it 
deems quite admissible as a Muslim, God-fearing 
management is rightly expected not to indulge in 
things held unlawful by the Sharia. 

Maulana Md. Qasim of Muzaffarpur, while ad- 
mitting to having only insufficient knowledge about 
the functioning of the Internet system, has opined that 
it could be employed for religious purposes only on 
condition that it did not involve any thing unaccept- 
able to the law of God. To Mufti Jamil Ahmad Naziri 
the use of the Internet is quite permissible. But no 
comment is possible on any other advanced systems of 
communication and information unless it comes into 
full light. To Maulana Rashid Nadwi the use of the 
Internet is not just permisible but also recommendable, 
for the work of Dawah constitutes an important part of 
the Ummah's collective duty. This is if it does not in- 
volve the use of pictures. In case it does, the reply shall 
be the same as to the second questions. 

Permission not common 

Maulana Zubair Ahmad Qasmi and Maulana 
Tanweer Alam Qasmi are agree to allow the use of the 
Internet only for those God-fearing people who feel 
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themselves obliged to employ this very important 
means of information only to defend Islam and its 
teachings and counter the tide of debauchery and ob- 
scenity. It, however, can't be allowed for the masses. 
Otherwise, every home and dwelling will turn into the 
dens of debauchery and wickedness. The fact that the 
Sharia may differentiate between the special people 
and the masses is quite known to the men of the Is- 
lamic learning and are scattered about the Fiqhi litera- 
ture. 

Maulana Abdul Rashid Qasmi holds that the 
Internet can only be used on condition that it restricts 
the use of pictures to the minimum. 

With pictures not allowed 

Another point of view is that the Internet can't be 
allowed if it essentially involves the use of pictures. 
Without pictures it is of course allowed. This view is 
adopted by Maulana Abdul Qayyum and Maulana 
Abdul Latif (both from Palanpur, Gujarat, and India.) 
Maulana Akhtar Imam Adil has admitted his lack of 
knowledge of the Internet system. He, however, has 
expressed his view that, as a matter of rule, the use of 
the Internet was admissible only if it is free from the 
animal pictures and other forbidden things. 

Presenting the theme 

Today the advanced machineries and an un- 
precedented scientific development have rolled up the 
distances. The news from one end of the globe may be 
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circulated to its other larthest ends within shorter a 
time to be imagined. The means and the instruments 
have been devised and still being devised and devel- 
oped are not just for personal use for the day-to-day 
purposes, they have emerged out to be far too effective 
means for the propagation of the individual and collec- 
tive thought and ideologies. Undeniably, in the past 
too several means were available for the purpose, yet 
since the modern advanced means are marvelously ef- 
fective, their use for unjust, negative purposes and 
base ends has now become a more commoner phe- 
nomenon than their employment for just and good 
purposes and positive ends. 

After the radio and the tape recorder, the present 
era has moved to TV and the Internet. Radio and the 
TV systems are being used to broadcast the news, to 
hold countless entertainment programs and to propa- 
gate religious thoughts and ideologies. In different 
countries the State itself sponsors different religious 
programs according to their own schemes and priori- 
ties. 

In many countries the radio and TV stations may 
be hired for these purposes. Even there are countries 
which grant permission to launch and establish private 
stations to use for one's own purposes. 

Radio and TV apart, the Internet has made the 
dissemination of the news and the thoughts faster still. 
The employment of the Internet for the purpose is very 
easy compared to the radio and TV. Unlike the TV or 
radio, the Net does not require so large apparatuses to 
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work. As a person listens to the radio or the TV inside 
his/her house, so he/she can disseminate his/her 
thoughts and ideologies to the farthest corners of the 
globe sitting in a corner of his/her house. 

Going by its very nature, the Falsehood is always 
quick to adopt all such quick-working means to gain 
currency in less time. Then the situation gets worsened 
despite repeated warnings: the evil penetrates deep 
into the masses and the majority of the people gets ac- 
customed to the use of those means. Consequently, 
they cast deep effects on them, thus damaging their 
moral values and religious perceptions. Under such 
circumstances it becomes impossible to fight that evil 
without the employment and use of the same means 
and systems. 

This all-pervading wickedness can't be ignored 
anymore, and the remedial steps have to betaken as 
soon as possible. It is a fact known to all that when the 
radio and taperecording system gained popularity 
many Ulama of the outstanding position not just per- 
mitted the people to use them and benefit from them, 
they themselves employed these new inventions and 
encouraged others on their use. Mufti Md. Shafi, the 
earlier grand Mufti of Pakistan, wrote an important 
monograph to deal with the subject in detail. From 
among the present noted Muftis Mufti Rashid Ahmad 
of Ludhyana has conditionally permitted the use and 
watching of the TV. 

Given the importance of the topic, the Academy 
took up the issue and decided to send out a question- 
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naire regarding various aspects ot it and held a semi- 
nar to discuss its pros and cons. As pointed out earlier, 
the Academy received as many as 34 writings, brief 
and elaborate. 

The list of the writers includes the following 
well-known names: 

1. Mufti Azizur Rahman of Bijinor 

2. Ml. Burhanuddin Sambhali 

3. Ml. Md. Qasmi (Sapul, Bihar) 

4. Ml. Irshad Ahmad (of Gorini) 

5. Mufti Mahboob Ali Wajihi (Rampur, U.P.) 

6. Mufti Jamil Ahmad Naziri 

7. Mufti Anwar Ali 

8. Mufti Habibullah Qasmi 

9. Ml. Zafarul Islam (Mau, U.P.) 

10. Ml. Akhtar Imama Adil 

11. Ml. Md. Zubair Qasmi, (Bihar) 

12. Ml. Sultan Ahmad Islahi 

13. Dr. Abdul Azim Islahi 

14. Ml. Ataur Rahman Madani, (Delhi) 

15. Ml. Rashid Husain Nadwi (Rai Bareli, 
U.P.). 

Following is a brief summary of the writings the 
Academy has received in reply to its questionnaire. 

All the writings agree, in principle, with the 
points raised by the questionnaire. In response to the 
four layer question of the Academy, all the writers 
have arrived at that the modern means of communica- 
tion, which unfortunately stand hijacked in the hands 
of the anti-Islam immoral elements of the human soci- 
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ety, and are being intensively used to uproot the very 
concept of morality, have to be used to fight the wick- 
edness and stem the tide of immorality. To fulfil the 
genuine religious purposes and defend Islamic teach- 
ings against the incessant onslaughts directed against 
Islam on the part of the adherents of Disbelief the use 
of the modern advance means of communication is 
very commendable even may turn a religious obliga- 
tion sometimes. 

There are many writers who either refuse to 
permit the use of TV and the likes or restrict its em- 
ployment for the religious purposes chiefly on the 
ground that it involves the making and use of the ani- 
mal pictures. They, however, have no objection to its 
use if it is free from animal pictures or employing the 
women to run its programs. This view is held by Mau- 
lana Zubair Ahmad Qasmi, Maulana Akhtar Imam 
Adil, Maulana Abdul Latif, Maulana Abdul Qayyum 
(of Palanpur, Gujrat) and Maulana Irshad Ahmad (of 
Gorini), Maulana Burhanuddin of Sambhal and Mufti 
Anwar Ali Qasmi, however, are in favour of restricted 
permission. 

It is worth noticing that from among the thirty 
odd writings three deserve especial mention and atten- 
tion, i.e., the ones by Maulana Akhtar Imam Adil, 
Maulana Abrar Khan Nadwi, and Maulana Rashid 
Hussain Nadwi. While the monograph of Maulana 
Akhtar Imam Adil deals elaborately with the position 
of the Islamic Sharia on the pictures and picturing, 
Maulana Akbrar Khan Nadwi and Maulana Rashid 
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Husain Nadwi have drawn upon some more recent, 
reliable Arab references. To arrive at a decision more 
relevant to the modern context Maulana Rashid Hus- 
sain Nadwi has elaborately discussed the Malikite 
standpoint vis-a-vis the pictures and picturing, express- 
ing his opinion in favour of benefiting from the relaxa- 
tion and resilence available with the Malikites in this 
regard. 

The facts of the Islamic Sharia forming the core 
of the arguments offered by the non-permitters could 
never be ignored or denied. However, seeing the ques- 
tion in its right perspective, with a proper knowledge 
of the circumstances which in fact have given rise to it, 
I express the hope that the non-permitters too will be 
agreeable to the contingency and allow the use of pic- 
tured programs quite in the manner they unanimously 
agree that the steps be taken to contain the fast deterio- 
rating situation. 

Undeniably, the social environment under ques- 
tion is that which is badly engrossed in the use of the 
TV and the likes, and understands only the language 
of it. Since the TV serves the purpose of the radio too, 
most people evince less interest in the use of radio. The 
people of this environment are given to the use of the 
TV and the likes and seek the knowledge about the 
world via the TV only. The reform and reconstructions 
movement can approach them only through the route 
of TV. The Muslims and the Ulamas now are left with 
no option other than employing the same means to 
address such a social environment. The supporters of 
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the falsehood realized the significance ol these means 
and took lead to employ them to serve their diabolic 
purposes sowed the seeds of wickedness and envi- 
ronment the whole environment. 

Given the situation as above, we are not faced 
with the question of removing a disobedience with an- 
other sort of disobedience or committing a disobedi- 
ence with good intent, but of containing the evil and 
checking the deterioration of the environment by tak- 
ing counter-steps. As regards the picture and pictur- 
ing, the question is never to bring it in to common use; 
it is strictly confined to employ the picture and pictur- 
ing as and when needed in religious, moral and aca- 
demic programs. In such programs the pictures occupy 
no content value. Mostly, they fail even to invite atten- 
tion of the viewers and they seek no pleasure with 
them. 

Much as the prohibition of the use of animal pic- 
tures has been a consensual proposition amongst the 
Fuqaha and jurisprudents of the Ummah ever since the 
earlier days of Islam till today, the question which 
sorts of pictures fall under the law of prohibition is too 
as old as the proposition itself. A sizable number of the 
Ulama, notably the Malikites, hold that the law of pro- 
hibition is only applicable to the type of the pictures 
existing in the form of the statues. And does not cover 
the painted images existing on the paper or a cloth. 
This important point has rightly been raised by some 
writers, notable Maulana Rashid Husain Nadvi, and 
calls for a serious attention. We are faced with a situa- 
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tion in which the realization ot a very important objec- 
tive lies dependent on the adoption of such a course of 
action which apparently seems unacceptable to the 
Sharia. More importantly, the pictures themselves are 
not intended; what is intended is the content of the 
program. As far as I see, there seems no wrong if we 
follow the view of those who permit the use of the 
painted pictures. 

Admittedly, it is the intent which matters. There 
are numerous precedents of permitting the use of for- 
bidden things. The most recent example of this being 
the permission of photography under the Taw of ne- 
cessity', as required for passport etc. We purchase 
newspapers and books which often have animal pic- 
tures and we feel no compunction. It is only because of 
the fact that we are left with no option other than using 
those newspapers to know about the world. Although 
we apparently commit an act of disobedience, yet we 
are not guilty because we never intend to seek pleas- 
ure with those animal pictures. If so, why the same 
rule may not be applied to the use of pictures for the 
TV programs? 

The Internet is very much similar to radio, pho- 
nograph and tape recorders etc. About the video, pho- 
nograph etc. we have very insightful notes from Mau- 
lana Ashraf Ali Thanawi and Mufti Md. Shafi's writ- 
ings. Irrespective of their misuse by wrong hands, the 
Ulama have taken them into consideration per se. 

TV too is much similar to the phonograph. Both 
are highly useful. The TV is even more useful. The ex- 
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cessive misuse of these very good means shall not be a 
proper point to make it prohibited. What actually mat- 
ters is the intent behind their use. 

Considering the facts and the details put above, 
there seems no wrong with establishing TV and radio 
stations and launching channels to serve the purpose 
of Daivah and religious reform. To my opinion, the es- 
tablishing of our own radio stations, TV channels, pro- 
vision of Internet facilities and preparation of the cas- 
settes to serve the purposes mentioned in the question 
is not just admissible, it has indeed become the need of 
the hour. I would like to conclude my exposition with 
a very insightful note from Maulana Ashraf Ali 
Thanawi: 

"If an act of bd'at has become the only thing to pro- 
tect the religion of the Muslims of a place, that act 
of bid'at shall remain in force unless the people of 
that place are fully reformed. The traditional mode 
of Milad Sharif, for example, is an act of bid'at, but 
the same act of bid'at is recommendable and en- 
courageable colleges. The inmates of the college 
home little access to the ways of knowing about the 
life and prophethood of Muhammad except the 
sessions of the Milad Sharif often held there. To 
keeps the college immates attached with the Islam 
and the Prophet Muhammad, the programs of the 
Milad Sharif shall have to be ignored by Ulama, 
notwithstanding the fact that originally it was 
wrong and unacceptable to the sharia of Islam." 1 



1 Anfase Isa p.368 
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Use of Modern systems of 
Communication For religious Purposes 

Ml. Md. Rashid Hussain Nadwi 

(From among the thirty six articles the Academy re- 
ceived in reply to its questionnaire, the four have been se- 
lected for English translation. These, as pointed out earlier, 
represent the arguments of both the permitters and the non- 
permitters. Ed. & Tr.) 

Since the question pertains to the use of modern 
electronic means of communication for serving the re- 
ligious purposes as Dazuat, Tabligh, Amr bil Maroof and 
Nahi anil Munkar, it shall be quite in order to preface 
the answer with the meaning and significance of the 
duty of Dawah in the Islamic Scheme of things. This 
way the answer shall become more adjustable and 
comprehensible. 

It is quite known that Allah ta'ala has raised the 
Ummate Muslima as an Ummah to which the duty of 
Dawah and calling all mankind to Islam is permanently 
attached. Before the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAWS) 
the duty of Dawah ilia Hall constituted the core of the 
over all assignment of the prophets and they under- 
took their duty in the best possible manner. The case of 
the ummat Muslima, however, is profoundly different 
from all the earlier ummats. This Apostolic duty has 
now been shifted to this ummah in common, and to the 
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ulama in particular, because ot the tact that Muham- 
mad (SAWS) is the Final Prophet of Allah and his 
Ummah is the Final Ummah. 

Here are few Qur'ani nyats and ahadith of the 
Holy Prophet which speak well of the importance of 
the duty of arm bil maroof and nahi anil munkar. 

dJlj j Jij yujl; (_/kU C^rj^ 

"You are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind. You 
enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and be- 
lieve in Allah." (3:110) 

.£) jt-S j ( J >-* 5 jj jAj A oA'A **' J&d _) 

"Let there be out of you a group of you inviting to all 
that is good, enjoining what is right. And forbidding 
what is wrong. They are the ones to attain felicity." 
(3:104) 

The character of the believers has been described 
as: 

j jt- jjfrj j JijjAjJb ojjA ‘ j 0 ** My < *$■£*>. J*l'j o y* j-»J' j 

. 4U1 stS" jJt a yjij SjLif 



The believers, men and women, are protectors, one of 
another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: 
they offer regular prayers, pay Zakaat and obey Allah 
and His Messengers." (9:71) 

Haz Abu Said Khudri reports that he heard the 
Holy Prophet (SAWS) as saying: "If anyone of you hap- 
pens to see a disapproved act being committed in his 
presence he must change it by force, if he can." The 
Prophet also said once: "He should change it by force. 
If he can't, he should change it by his tongue. If he is 
not in the position to express even his verbal disap- 
proval of the situation, he must feel displeased with it 
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by his heart, and this is the least degree ot taith ." 1 

Haz Abu Bakar al Siddique (may Allah be 
pleased with him) is reported to have addressed the 
people as: 

"O people! You recite the nynt: 

J \^e> ya l jjjJUl Lgjl U 

O those who believe! Guard your own souls: if you fol- 
low the right guidance, no hurt can come to you from 
those who stray. (5:105) I heard the Holy Prophet 
(SAWS) explaining the meaning of this nynt as 
saying: if the people happen to see a sin being 
committed in their presence and they let it go 
unhindered, they all are feared to come under 
an all-including Divine torment ." 2 

Of the numerous nynts and nhndith, the above 
quoted few ones have been put here just for example. 
Based on the nynts and nhndith available around the 
topic, the Islamic scholars hold that nmr bit mar oof and 
nahai nnil munknr falls under the non-all-inclusive reli- 
gious obligations. To quote an authority here: 

"The Ulama are unanimously agreed on tire fact 
drat nmr bit mnroof and nnhi anil munknr is a duty 
from among the non-all binding obligations." 3 

How to fulfill this duty? 

No particular methodology has been suggested 
by the Book of Allah, the way of the Prophet, the prac- 
tices of the Companions or their followers in later gen- 

1 Muslim, 1/51, Musnad Ahmad, 3/10. 

q 

~ Ibne Majah, Tirmizi, Book of Tafseer. 

3 Rulrul Ma'airi 4/21 
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erations. It is the principles and basic points which 
have been laid down by the practice. The aspect of 
wisdom in exhortation is the most important thing 
which every Dai has always have to before him. The 
Dai is also required to keep the order of importance in 
mind and address the audience strictly in accordance 
with their level of understanding. The Qur'an says: 

"Invite all to the Way of your Lord with wisdom 
and beautiful preaching; and argue with them in 
ways drat are best and most gracious." (16:125) 

Abdullah bin Abbas reported that dispatching 
Muaz bin Jabal to Yaman the Holy Prophet (SAW) ad- 
dressed him: 

"You are going to a people out of dre people of the 
Book. So, when you encounter them, call them to 
bear witness that there is no god but Allah and drat 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. If they ac- 
cept dris, dren inform drenr that Allah has charged 
them with five time namazes every day and night ." 1 
Likewise, dispatching Haz. Muaz and Abu Musa 
Ashari, the Prophet (SAWS) exhorted them as follows: 
"Make ease and do not make difficult, and air good 
news and don't cast hate ." 2 

The Holy Prophet himself employed varied ways 
to introduce his Message of Truth to the people. He as- 
cended the mount of Safa, and called the people to Is- 
lam, undertook the journey to Taif, shared the assem- 



1 Bukhari, clrap. Maghazi vol. 2 p.623 

2 ibid 622 



65 




biies ot the Kuttar, dispatched the detegations ot his 
companions sent out epistles and letters to emperors 
around him, to Arab potentates. In short, he adopted 
all the ways and means available at his time. Going by 
the same dictate of nature and the Prophet, the Ulama 
have over ages been employing every way of writing 
and speech to dischange the obligation of Dnwnh. 

This establishes well that for the purpose of 
Dawah the Muslims are at liberty to employ every 
means available. The only condition is that the means 
should not be wrong in itself. Even more importantly, 
a particular way or means may be recommended if it is 
proved to be more useful and more result-oriented. 

Establishing Radio station 

Following this prefatory note, now I will pre- 
cisely answer the actual questions. As far as I ob- 
served, the radio is no more than a means of commu- 
nication and dissemination, and could be employed for 
virtuous as well as evil purposes. The production of 
the programs involving unlawful and forbidden 
things, as indecent music and singing, etc. through the 
radio shall be as much unlawful and haraam as when 
committed without the help of radio. By contrast, if it 
is employed to produce and disseminate the Islamic 
programs, calling the people to Islam, dispelling the 
doubts about Islam and its teachings, presentation of 
the exemplary lives of the Prophets, companions and 
pious predecessors and the reconstructive programs 
meant to warm up the chilled hearts of Muslim youth. 
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